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Spelling homework | "l
Each week learn one of the following lists of spellings (as directed by your
teacher). Once you have practised them, ask someone at home to read them aloud
so that you can write them into your exercise book. Then, write a series of
sentences which use each of the words correctly.

Task 1 Task 2 Task 3
Academically Aerial Alcohol
Beautiful Cemetery Condemn
Campaign Disappoint Deceit

. Extraordinary
Disappear Fortunately Jealous
Exceptionally Humc?ur Noticeable
Literature Loneliness PBESSEEEIOH
Metaphor Mischief Sincerely
Neighbour Preparation Skilful
Potential Queue Tomorrow
Strategy Technique Vicious

Task 4 Task 5 Task 6
Altogether Alibi Alternative
Concentration Appalling Appropriate
Cruelly Anxious Audience
Environment Committed Councillor
Guarantee Curiosity Counsellor
Persuade Evaluation Imaginary
Prioritise Interrupt Permanent
Strength Parallel Proportion
Success Participation Questionnaire
Technology Texture Recognise

Task 7 Task 8 Task 9
Argument Associate Analyse
Atmosphere Assessment Analysis
Biology Binocular Automatic
Cylinder Feather Caught
Dungeon Heavy gﬁ;’g;’ard
Honourable Heavier :

Puppies
Mayor Quarter Pyramid
Similar Remember Rainbow
Singular Towards Spectacular
Wonderful Wardrobe Taunt




Task 10

Choose the hest connective to join each pair of clauses.

1. He was not tired he had to go to bed. (nevertheless/and)
2. | couldn’t decide whether to go stay. (and/or)
3. She put up her umbrelia it was raining. (so that/because)
4. We stopped for a cup of tea we were early. (as/s0)
5. | ate my lunch | went out. (because/kqefore)'
6. The cat chased the birds they landed. (since/when)
7. |turned up the .rddio | could hear it. (as/so that)
8. | won’t go out it is raining. (and/if)
9. If you are-late ‘you will get into trouble. (when/then)
10. Ihada wash | went to the party. (in case/until)
11. | shouted | sormeone heard me. (until/because)
12. 1 could not do it hard | tried. (however/in case)
13. ,l don't like cheese ' my mum does. (and/but)
14. We went home the match finished. (as soon as/until)

15. We rcxhr fast we were late. (a'fter/beoause)




Task 11
Homophones
EXERCISE 133

Insert each pair of homophones correctly in the spaces in the follow-
ing sentences.

1. The daring —— swam out to the —— which was moored some
distance from the shore. (buoy; boy)

2. The grass on the race —— is rather ——. (course; coarse)

3. We shall have to buy a new -— for the boat before we advertise
it for ——. (sail; sale) ?

4. The cross- country runner vaulted over the —— in fine ——.
(style; stile)

5. Mother —— that Sandra had bought a —— dress. (new; knew) .

6. Everyone started to ' '
the crowd. (bawl; ball) '

7. The —— of both liners were tired after their long Mediter-
ranean ——. (cruise; crews)

8. The —— of directors were —— by the chairman’s long speech,
(bored; board)

9. Spring is the —— to plant —— in the garden. (thyme; time)

10. The children told —— father that —— was a holiday on Friddy.
* (there; their)

Task 12 EXERCISE 134
Complete each of these sentences using a suitable pair of
homophones,
Example: Janet —— Joan a bottle of violet ——.

Janet sent Joan a bottle of violet scent.

1. The Rovers —— the match by two goals to ——

2. Harry —— down the country —— on his new pony

3. Most people —— with their —— hand.

4, The grizzly —— climbed up into a —— tree.

5. Talking —— is not —— in class.

6. The customer paid by —— for his new —— suit.

7. The cowboy —— the hoofs of a large —— of cattle.

8. The new — went upstairs and —— the beds. .

9. The artist had never —— such a beautiful —— as the one he=

was painting.

10. The new - is an improvement because it gives out —F_

heat with little coal.



Word Puzzles

9 letter word grids.

Use each of the letters in the grid once to make as many words as you can. Each
word should have a minimum of 3 letters. In each grid there is also one word
which uses all of the letters. Can you find it? Write your list of words in your
exercise book.

Task 13 Task 14 Task 15
C D O T L (0] B M W
| P B L F A S (0] 0
L R A S (0] B (0] R K
Task 16 Task 17 Task 18
F R 0 A | E G R T
T | w [P D B R E E |
E | O L S K M U S N
Word Play
Task 19

A.) Look at the clues below and see if you can make new words by changing just one letter in each of
these words.

. Change RIVER into a jockey

. Change SHORT into something to play

. Change RUMBLE into a fall.

. Change BAKE into a garden tool.

. Change MAST into a thin fog.

. Change NEST into a direction.

. Change STORE into something near the sea

~NOoOOEWN -

B.) Complete the word ladder by changing just one letter each time. Write each word in your exercise
book.
HOUR
a number
sometimes happens in sport

a young animal

GOAL
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how the other sections fit together.

Identify any link between the beginning and ending of a story. Then try 1o work out ‘

I loved my baby brother, until Uncle took me to market and
sold me. He was the bright, shiny pebble in the water, the
twinkling star in the sky. Until Uncle took me to market
and sold me. Then I hated him.

‘Lu Si-yan,’ Uncle greeted me carly one summer morning,
> “today is a big day for you. From today, you must learn to

find your own way in the muddy whirlpool of life. Your
rmother and I have given you a good start. Now it is your turn.”

My mother stood in the shadows of our kitchen, but she didn’t look at me and
she didn’t say a word. Uncle took me tightly by the wrist. As he led me from the
i house, my mother reached out her hand towards me and clawed the air as
though trying to pull me back. Then she picked up my little brother and hid
behind the door, but I saw her face wither with pain and, in that moment, fear
gripped my heart.

5 “Where are you taking me, Uncle Ba?’ [ cried.
Spilled Water by Sally Grindley

a) What is the most shocking phrase in the first paragraph?
b) How does this link with the last sentence?

¢} Why has the writer given away such important information in the first paragraph?

Read this text. It is the beginning of a story set in China about a young girl called Lu Si-yan.

- A one-sentence summary of the ‘job’ of each section can help you to see a patiern
in the text. '

Write down comments A-D in the right order so that they correctly describe what is happening in
paragraphs 1, 2, 3 and 4.

" The mother knows a terrible thing is about to happen.
" The reader knows the girl is_-a'bout 10 be tricked.
" The writer shows the girl’s emotions.
The uncle makes it sound like a good thing is going to happen

How does knowing that Lu Si-yan is going to be sold affect how you read the other
paragraphs?

More questions on the next page



this order.

Identify the ‘job’ of each section. Then consider why the writer put the sections in

. Read the opening of this novel about a boy in the 1800s who wants to be a sailor.

One night at supper I told my father I wanted to
become a sailor. He laughed at first, not taking me
seriously. But when I insisted, his face grew darker.

“The Navy’s a brutal calling, Sam, only suitable for
brutal men. You're a thinker, you’re a sensitive boy,
and you're still young, for heaven’s sake. I’ll not have
you waste your talents with the thugs and sweepings
of our gaols that fill the Navy ships.” Then his voice
softened. ‘Besides — I want to see you grow up and
marry. I want you to look after your mother and me in
our old age! We don’t want you getting yourself killed
hundreds of miles away from home.’

My mother stayed silent, but her eyes filled with tears.
There had been four of us boys once, rather than two.
Smallpox carried off my two younger brothers when I
was six. Now there was just my older brother Thomas
and me. He was more of a timid soul and not so
interested in the world. It was Tom who would inherit
my father’s shop.

My father had in mind that I would teach at the
village school and help my uncle run his shop.
A life selling groceries would suit Tom fine.

But not me. I always wanted to escape from the vast,
flat horizon of Norfolk, with only the flapping sails of
a few creaking windmills to break the silence. Grey
and grim it is for two-thirds of the year, with a biting
wind coming straight off the North Sea. Reverend
Chatham, our village parson, says there are barely
three hundred people in the parish. Imagine just
seeing those same few faces for the rest of your life?

Powder Monkey by Paul Dowswell

Write dowrra comment to show what happens in each paragraph, and why the writer has placed it in

that order.

+ How does the order of the information in the opening of this story help to keep the reader

interested?

i
B
sop———"

S

@

There may not be one correct answer to the practice question. You have to show
that you can make connections and explain them to a teacher or examiner.

o

cxmpemnay
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Task 23

SEEE

g Level 5 readers can |dent1fy__|nterestmg language _effects and 'make 'short commeﬂts _
about them LR ;
Level 6 readers can glve more detalled comments ona. wrlter s.use of Ianguage."_"'

Read a text once to find out what happens.
Then read it again to identify interesting language.

This story was written in 1860. It is about an orphan boy, Pip. It begins with him crying at
the family tombstone. But suddenly, he is not alone . . Read it twice and make a note of

any interesting language.,

‘Hold your noise!” cried a terrible voice, as a man
started up from among the graves at the side of the
church porch. ‘Keep still, you little devil, or I'll cut
your throat!”

A fearful man, all in coarse grey, with a great iron
on his leg. A man with no hat, and with broken
shoes, and with an old rag tied round his head. A
man who had been soaked in water, and smothered
in mud, and lamed by stones, and cut by flints, and
stung by nettles, and torn by briars; who limped, and
shivered, and glared and growled; and whose teeth
chattered in his head as he seized me by the chin.

‘0! Don’t cut my throat, sir,” I pleaded in terror.
‘Pray don’t do it, sir’ '

Great Expectations by Charles Dickens

Write down an example of each of the foilowing:
repeti‘tion — a word or phrase repeated several times;
a list - it can be a list of words or phrases;
Z alliteration — words beginning with the same letter or sound.

f Write an answer to explain each example.

‘Sample lL.evel 5 answer:
‘Glared and growled’ help to make the man ceem frightening and maybe a bit like an animal.

More questions on the next page



At Level 6, readers may pick the same quotations as at Level 5, but their comments
are more detailed.

i

< Read this text about a man, Victor Frankenstein, who creates a creature made from parts
of other bodies. This is the moment the creature comes to life.

phrase to suggest dull light |

It was on a dreary night of November that [ beheld the accomplishment of my toils. With an
anxiety that almost amounted to agony, I collected the instruments of life around me, that I
might infuse a spark of being into the lifeless thing that lay at my feet. It was already one in
the morning; the rain pattered dismally against the panes, and my candle was nearly burnt
out, when, by the glimmer of the half-extinguished light, I saw the dull yellow eye of the
creature open; it breathed hard, and a convulsive motion agitated its limbs.

Frankenstein by Mary Shelley

#+ Sample text question:
How does the writer use language to create a miserable setting?

(1?Write down all the words or phrases linked to light or colour. ¢y Then build your answer like this:

which sounds dull and heavy, and darkness i suggested by ‘ﬁig_hi” and ‘Novem?er’,

explanations linking guotations and question

4} Choose two more words or phrases from the text to comment on in detail. Write a few
sentences about the words as in the example above.

i, Underline three short explanations in your answer.

Now check your work. Do your comments:

i

w2 link to the question? YES or NO
use short supporting guotations? YES or NO

short quotations |

The writer makes the scene seem miserable by referring to dull light. It ie ‘dreary’, t

i
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Task 27

The Boy in the :

in the

Striped Pyjamas Sivined

Chapter 10 —The Dot That Became a Speck That Became a i &
Blob That Became a Figure That Became a Boy. Py.’ amas

The walk along the fence took Bruno a lot longer than he JOHN BOYNE
expected; it seemed to stretch on and on for several miles. He e ‘
walked and walked, and when he looked back the house that he was living in became
smaller and smaller until it vanished from sight altogether. During all this time he never saw
anyone anywhere close to the fence; now did he find any doors to let him inside, and he
started to despair that his exploration was going to be entirely unsuccessful. In fact
although the fence continued as far as the eye could see, the huts and building and
smoke stacks were disappearing in the distance behind him and the fence seemed to be

separating him from nothing but open space.

After walking for the best part of an hour and starting to feel a little hungry, he thought
that maybe that was enough exploring for one day and it would be a good idea to turn
back. However, just at that moment a small dot appeared in the distance and he
narrowed his eyes to try to see what it was. Bruno remembered a book he had read in
which a man was lost in the desert and because he hadn't had any food or water for
several days had started to imagine that he saw wonderful restaurants and enormous
fountains, but when he tried to eat or drink from them they disappeared into nothingness,

just handfuls of sand. He wondered whether that was happening to him now.

But while he was thinking this his feet were taking him, step by step, closer and closer to the
dot in the distance, which in the meantime had become a speck, and then began to
show every sign of turning into a blob. And shortly after that the blob became a figure.
And then, as Bruno got even closer, he saw that the thing that was neither a dot nor a

speck nor a blob nor a figure, but a person. In fact it was a boy.

Bruno had read enough books about explorers to know that one could never be sure what
one was going to find. Most of the time they came across something interesting that was

just sitting there, minding its own business, waiting to be discovered (such as America).



Other times they discovered something that was probably best left alone {like a dead

mouse at the back of a cupboard).

The boy belonged to the first category. He was just sitting there, minding his own business
waiting to be discovered. Bruno slowed down when he saw the dot that became a speck
that became a blob that became a figure that became a boy. Although there was
fence separating them, he knew that you could never be too careful with strangers and it
was atways best to approach them with caution. So he continued to walk, and before

long they were facing each other.

‘Hello,” said Bruno. 'Hello,’ said the boy. The boy was smaller than Bruno and was sitting on
the ground with a forlorn expression. He wore the same striped pyjamas that all the other
people on that side of the fence wore, and a striped cloth cap on his head. He wasn't
wearing any shoes or socks and his feet were rather dirty. On his arm he wore an armband

with a star on it. ﬁ

When Bruno first approached the boy, he was sitfing cross-legged on the ground, staring
at the dust beneath him. However, after @ moment he looked up and Bruno saw his face.
It was guite a strange face too. His skin was almost the colour of grey, but not quite like
any grey that Bruno had even seen before. He had very large eyes and they were the
colour of caramel sweets; the whites were very white, and when the boy looked at him ali

Bruno could see was an enormous pair of sad eyes staring back.

Read the text and answer the following questions in full sentences using quotes from
the text:

1. What was Bruno looking for in the first paragraph?

2. Which word means o few?e

3. How long was it before Bruno got bored?

4. Bruno tells the story of a man — what was the man seeing in the deseri?

3. How does the author describe the journey of the second boy? (Clue: It begins
with a Dot)

é. Bruno describes the main two things that explorers tend to find, what are
they?

7. How is the second boy described?

8. Bruno describes one thing about the second positive in a nice way — what is it
or are they?
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Choose Fairtrade

Read the text and answer the following questions:

1. Copy and complete the following table

Quotation How this quotation tries to make the
reader feel like the writer is talking
directly to them about Fairtrade.
Did you know... It Says you which makes the reader
(from Food for thought) feel like the writer is talking directly
to them about Fairtrade.

may get as little as 5p

(from Food for thought)
companies in wealthy countries
pay very low prices so that we can
foo

(from So, what is Fairtrade?)

2. The section headed ‘And the foundation's vision2' is about the aims of the
Fairtrade Foundation. What are its two aims?

3. The section headed ‘Focus on cocoa’ is about cocoa farmers in Ghana. In
what ways does the choice of language in paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 of this section
show how much difference Fairtrade has made to some of these farmers2 Refer
to specific words and phrases and comment on them.

4. Give two different quotations from the section headed ‘Make a
difference...NOW!" which show that the leaflet is aimed at young people.

FAIRTRADE
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Transformed

Read the text and answer the following questions:

1. Give two quotations from paragraphs 1 to 3 which show that Gregor is finding
it difficult to conftrol his movements.

2. He was lying on his armour-plated back (paragraph 1)
Explain what the choice of language in the phrase armour-plated back
suggests about Gregor’s insect body.

3. In paragraph 4, explain two impressions you get of Gregor's state of mind at
this point in the story. Support each explanation with a quotation from
paragraph 4.

4. The writer shows Gregor beginning to feel desperate as he hears his mother's
voice (paragraph 5). How does the writer build up a sense of Gregor's
increasing desperation in paragraphs 5 to 92 Support your ideas with quotations
from paragraphs 5to 9.

5. Readers might find this story both horrifying and funny. Explain why this story
could be seen as both horrific and humorous.




Task 30

Point 2: Commas to add information fo a main sentence

o We can write sentences that contain more 1nformat:on by adding extra
information, using noun phrases.

Here we will look at noun phrases, which tell us more about nouns.

1. Suhra cries for the home she has lost in Bosnia.

2. Alarge crowd turned out to see Marge Simpson(, the new Prime Minister.)

3. 1 live in Blackpool( a famous town, ywhich has a tower and promenade.

4. Pat visited Fuerteventura(one of the Canary lslandﬁ before coming home.

Copy out the short passage and complete the activity below.

o Insert noun phrases after the underlined nouns in this explanation:

We had permission o be ouf of school.
The headteacher said we had 10 get our
games kits. We decided 1o fake the bus
When we arrived, my Mum was out.
That was why | was heading for the

garage, To see my Dad. A woman said |
should be af school. | suppose she went
straight 1o the telephone box and fold
you about me.




Task 31

Activity 1

Copy these sentences and add the commas where necessary.

T. Do you want eggs bacon sausage and pickled onions?

2. 1hate cleaning my room washing up after tea and helping in
the garden.

3. She says that she needs several new CDs clothes for the party
lots of new make-up and a brand new boyfriend.

4. The stadium was full of noise colour smecke and exciternent.

5. DVD films BMX racing and girlfriends are what interest me!

Activity 2

@ Write out this opening from a children’s novel.
@ Three commas have been put in by mistake.
@ Leave them out of your copy.

Jack had never seen his family like this. His sister
was screaming, puliing her hair, sweating, and
stomping her feet. Dad was blue in the face, his
tongue was purple, and his wig had come off.
Mum sat silently. She gazed first at the ceiling,
then the floor, the walls, and the door, She was in
pain. Jack smiled happily. He had told them not to
try his curry. They would listen to him in future.

Activity 3

@ Add more information to each of the following sentences.

& Use commas to help the reader:
@ Tlor example, “We were shocked by Anish, the first one to reach the end of the pool.”

My best friend is crazy.

Holidays with my family can be boring.
Jeremy refused to move from his seat.
Prestatyn won the award.

e S A R

I adore English.



Task 32
The belonging apostrophe

Revision page

Add the apostrophes to the sentences below.

Williams coat is too big.

The boys football team did well.
The firemens hoses were tangled.
Somebodys watch has a loud alarm.

L

It was Nigels fault.

+6. Abrahams son was called fsaac.
7. It is hard to find bears dens.

8. I clung to the horses mane.

9. | can’t remember the songs name.
10. She met me at my uncles house.

Space out the words and put in the apostrephes.
1. Harrysparrotisveryclever.

............................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................



Task 33 | Emif;,xf’@@'it or reported speech
Indirect g qwz,@gm@m |

An indirect qu@sm@n reports that a question E‘a@g b@@m @Sgﬁ@d
It does not need a question mark.

Here is an example of how a direct question has been changed to an indirect

queshon
“Where have | put the teapot?” asked Gmndma

Grandma asked where she had put the teapot.
Remember: - _\ |
a) there are no speech marks - b} the person may change
) the tense of the verb may change d) there are no question marks. - .

Change the following direct questiens inte indirect questions.

1. “Where am I?” asked Sléepi_ng Beauty.

P R L LR L e L N e e e N A s L
........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Change the following Endiim@t q&ﬂ.@sﬁ@m to direct questions.

T R@m@mb@@:
a) g@m n@@@i sp@@@h m@rks b) the tense of the verb may change
¢) the person may change d) you need question marks.

1. I asked the photographer when the proofs would be ready.

e R L T R O N O N T T R T T T T Lk L L L T e ey R A S Y
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Task 34
SEMICOILONS

Semicolons are not as difficult as some people seem to think. They can be used to separate paris of a sentence.
They provide a stronger break than a comma, but one that is not as strong as a full stop. Elegant, sophisticated
writers use semicolons.

A semicolon can be placed between items in a list, where each item has several parts. If the listis
a list of sentences, semicolons should be used to separate each item. If the items in the list have
commas in them already, then semicolons should be used. More simply, they are used in long
lists.

A semicolon can also be used to divide two closely related sentences. They are used to replace a
full stop in these cases.

Examples:

o My favourite meals are: fish, chips and peas; pizza, beans and salad; cuiry, rice and garlic

bread; choc ice, snails and raw onions.

o My brother likes jam; I like marmalade.
. J

TASK
Copy the sentences below into your English book. Add the semicolons where they belong. Thisis a
very good opportunity to practise your handwriting.

1. The key facts about Rembrandt are: he was born
in 1606 he lived in Amsterdam he was a famous
painter he is most remembered for his self-
portraits.

2. Some of his best self portraits are: one in which
he is young, dashing and handsome one in
which he is holding his painting materials one in which he is old, troubled and rather

bewildered.

3. Rembrandt’s painting of Abraham is powerful it shows Isaac’s terror and Abraham’s
intensity.

4. Rembrandt’s painting of The Night Watch is well regarded it features vivid portraits of the
men of Amsterdam.

5. Rembrandt's paintings feature: dramatic, powerful effects of light realistic, detailed and
thoughtful portrayals of people a forceful, expressive and free handling of paint.

6.  Rembrandt expresses human experiences directly he captures what it is to be human on
' canvas.

-‘fbﬁ?.



Task 35
COLONS

A good punctuation mark to use is the color. 1t impresses folk, even though it's pretty easy to use. So, here’s a
chance to make sure that you can use colons perfecily.

A colon points forward to more information. It comes before lists and bullet points, saying:
“Here it is! Here's the information I promised you!”

A colon can also be used for dramatic emphasis, creating a pause and a brief sense of
anticipation.

Examples:

o The best school subjects are: English, maths, drama and science.
o The next thing that happened: a bull crashed through the gate.
o The answer was: Yes!

TASK
Copy the sentences below into your English book. Place the colons where they should go. Remember to
use this task as a chance to practise your handwriting too.

1. Charles Darwin the most important scientist Britain ever
produced.
2. He developed a theory the theory of evolution.

3.  He added one key idea to the theory natural selection.

4. He wrote several books On the Origin of Species, The
Voyage of the Beagle, The Descent of Man.

5. He was educated at Shrewsbury School, The University of Edinburgh and Christ’s College
Cambridge.

6. On the voyage of The Beagle, he travelled to Argentina, Chile and Australia.

7. The most famous place he visited was the Galapagos Islands.

8.  Darwin's theory stated animals evolve when individuals that are well-adapted to the
prevailing conditions out-breed less “fit” members of the species.

9.  Darwin’s most controversial idea the notion that human beings might be descended from
apes.

10. Darwin’s other works include Insectivorous Plants; Climbing Plant; The Power of Movement n
Plants; The Formation of Vegetable Mould through the action of Worms.
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